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A Geographical Defcription of thofe Parts of this Continent, as are now in Di/pute, 
with the Rights of the feveral Claimants. 


SOMOKHAT Part of America which borders on the Gulph of Adexico, and lies 
XK TX to the Eaftward of the great River Adi/ifppi, is called by the Spaniards 
MRR Florida; by the Englith Car olana, and by the French Louifiana: And it 
appears by good Vouchers, that England has had an undoubted ‘Title to it ever 
fince the Reign of Henry Vil. by chose Commiffion Seba/fian Cabot dilcovered 
all this Coaft from North Latitude 28 to 50. The South Part, indeed, towards 
the Gulph of Bahama, was vilited by the Spaniards under ‘fuan Ponce de Leon, as 
it was ten Years after by Va/quez Aillon ; but their Cruelties fo enraged the Natives, 
that they expelled them all one after another : Nor have they ever fince made any 
Settlement on this Part of the Continent, except at St. 4ugu/fin and St. Matheo. 

Carclana was granted by King Charles 1. on the 30th of Odfober, in the fifth 
Year of his Reign, to Sir Robert Heath, Kt. his Attorney General. The Extent 
of this Grant, fet out in the Charter, was, All the Continent on the Weft of Carolina, 
from the River St. Matheo, /ying in 31 Degrees North Latitude, (tho’ by later and 
more accurate Obfervations, it is found to lie exactly in Lat. 30, 10) tothe River 
Paflo Magno, in North Lat. 36, extending in Longitude from the Atlantick to the 
Pacific Sea, a Traét which was not then poflefled ‘by any Chriftian Power, together 
with all the Iflands of Veanis and Bahama, and feveral adjacent Iflands lying fouth 
from the Continent, within the faid Degrees of Latitude, to be called by the Name of 
the Carolana Iflands. 

Sir Robert Heath conveyed Carclana to the Earl of Arundel, who was at the 
Expence of planting feveral Parts of the Country, and had effected much more, 
had he not been prevented by the War with Scotland, in which he was General 
for King Charles, and afterwards by the Civil Wars in England, and the Lunacy 
of his eldeft Son. In the Beginning of Cromwell's Proteé torate, Capt. atts, 
(whom King Charles II. kni ghted and made Governor of St. Chriftophers) being 
upon the Coatt, one Leet, an Englifhman, being intimate with the King of the 
Country, by isis Influence, was allowed to trade, and incited to fettle here. Not 
long after this King fent an Ambaflador to England, and the Englifh had divers 
Traéts of Land given them by the Indians, and furveyed the Continent (of which 
there is a Map fill extant) for above 200 Miles fquare. It appears alfo, froma 

c Memoria! 








10 The Inftruétor. 


Memorial prefented to King William Ill. that the Five Nattons, in the Territory 
of New- York, — the F rench commonly call Jregusis, who have ior above 60 
Years voluntarily fubjeéted themfelves to the Crown of England, and wie Ly: 
conquered all the Country from their own Habitations to the Miffyippi River, 
and even beyond it, made a Sale and Surrender of all thefe their Cong uctts and 
Acquifitions, i in the Reign of King Fames II. to the Government of New-York ; 
which is another Proof of their being the Property of the Englifh. 

The Memorial here mentioned was prefented to King //tiiam, as aforefaid, 
the Jate Di. Cox who, by Conveyances from one to another, after the Dea h ( f 
the Karl of v/ruadel, became Proprietor of Carclana; and who fets forth in the faid 
Memoria}, sat at the Expence of feveral ‘Thouiand Pounds, he diicovered div« 
Parts of it; firft from Cay olima, afterwards from Pennfylvani ta, by the Salevthaina 
River, and t hat then he made a Difcovery more to the South, by the great River 
Oche eguiton. 

And here it is proper to obferve, that in September 1712, the late French King 
cranted Letters Patent to M.Cozat, his secretary, the /ele Trade of this Country 
by the Name of Losui/iana, extending about 1000 Miles along the Gulph of Nez 

Mexico, and almoft as much from the faid Gulph to Canada ; and it appears by 
the Patent, that the French altered the Names of the Rivers, Harbours, &c. as well 
as of the Country it/elf, which had been ufually called Spanyh Florida ; and that 
under Pretence of a New Difcovery of it, they declared themfelves Poffeflors of 
this vaft Tract, which had been d: (covered and poflefled for 200 Years, partly by 
the Spaniards, and partly by the Englifh ; for, by comparing the Patent with the 


Maps, ’tis evident, that it inclored and inco smpafled all the Englith Colonies of 


Carolina, Maryland, Penfylvania, New-England, &c. --- This is a frcfh Specimen 
of French Encroachment, among r.any others. 

The Son of the above Memorialift, (Daniel Cox, E{q;) who was himfelf 14 
Years on this Continent, has publifhed a Defcri, tion of the Province of Carolana, 
as he all the Way calls it ; wherein he has given a fuccinét Detail of fome of its 
moit ufeful Animals, Vegetab les, Metals, Minerals, precious Stones, Gc. And, 
he fays his Account is compofed chiefly from Memoirs drawn by his Father, from 
feveral Journals and Hinerasics of the E nglifh, whom he fent to difcover it, and 
partly from the Relations of other Travellers and Indian Traders of good Under- 
{tanding and Veracity, who had pafled through the Heart of the Country. 

Mr. Cox fays, that about 12 Miles above the Mouth of the River Mifff; ppt, a 
Branch runs out of it on the Eaft Side, which, after a Courfe of 160 Miles, falls 
into the North-eaft End of the great Bay of Spirito Santo. About 60 Leagues 
higher up on the Eaft Side, is the River of Yafoua, which comes into the Adi//ippi 
2 or 300 Miles out of the Country, and is inhabited by the Nations of the Ya/aues, 
Tounicas, Kowrcuas, &c. Sixty Leagues higher is the River and Nation of Chougue, 
with fome others to the Faft of them. The River Oue/pere, which, about 30 
Leagues to the North-eaft of the Lake, divides into two Branches, whereof the 
moft Southern is called the Black-River. The Heads of this River are in that 
vatt Ridge of Mountains that run on the Back of Carolina, Virginia and Maryland; 
through ‘which Mountains there is a fhort Paff age to the Sources of the great 
River Potowmack, on the Eaft Side of them, by the Indians, who are well 
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acquainted therewith, and may poflibly, one Time or other, in Conjunction with 
the French on the A@i/iippr, infule and harrafs our Colonies. 

The River Oye, of Eohio, more to the North, 1s avaft River which comes from 

ie back of New-York, Adarjland and Virginia. Several Nations dwelt formerly 
on this River, as the Shawanoes, a great People, who, with many other Nations, 
were extirpated by the /roguais Indians, Twenty-five Leagues above the Ohio, is 
the great Ifland of the oh me ‘roasy with a Nation over-againtt it, that goes by it’s 
Name. Thirty Leagues higher is the River of the /ét:mois, which Nation lived 
about this River, and pene of 20,000 fighting Men, before they were deftroyed 
by the /roguais, and driven to the Weft of ‘the Miffi ippr: 

There are divers other confiderable Rivers and Indian Nations, too numerous 
for this Place: We fhall only obferve, that near the Mouth of the great River 
yoza, the French have erected a Settlement called Fort Louis, (20 Leagu ies N.E. 
of the Mouth of Adf/ipp:) which is the ulual Refidence of ‘the chief ‘Governor 
of Louifianc, who 1s neverthelefs fubordinate to him of Canada. From this 
Garrifon the French fend Detachments to fecure their feveral Stations among the 

Indians in the inland Parts. 

The Uli alys, Chicka/aws, and Chaéiaws, who are the moft confiderable Nations 
upon and between the River Coza and the Adifi/ippr, kindly entertained the Englith 
who retided among them feveral Years, and carried on a fafe and peaceable ‘Trade 
with them, till the Year 1715; when, by the Intrigues of the French, they were 
either murdered, or obliged to make Room for these new Invaders ; who have fince 
unjuftly poll lefl ed and fortified the fame Stations, in order to curb the Natives, 
and to cut off the Communication with the Englifh Traders; whereby the F rench- 
have ingrofied a profitable Trade for above 500 Miles, ‘of which the Britith 
Sub jects” were afew Years ago . e fole Matfters. 

A fine River enters the Bay of Mexico, onthe Eaft Side of the Harbour of 
Penfacola, which is the beft upon all this Coaft of the Gulph of Aéexico, which 
comes about 100 Miles outof the Country. The Land hens produces Pine-trees, 
fit for Matts, of which many are cut down, and carried to Vera Cruz, bya Ship 
which belongs to the Spanifh Flota, that brings Proviffons, and returns with 
Timber. There is a Communication from hence by Land with Apalachy, which 
is inhabited with Spaniards, 

But the chief Glory of the Country is the River Ad:/i/ippi, in many Refpe Xs 
the fineft River inthe World; itis free from Shoals and Catar acts, and navigable 
for above 450 Leagues up from its Mouth, which is nearly within 60 Leagues of 
its Source: Ihe Channel is every- whan deep, and the Current gentle, except 
at certain Seafons, when, like the Nz/e, it floods. Its Banks are adorned witha 
delightful Variety of Meadows and Groves, and inhabited by almoft 200 different 
Nations. Our American Seamen affert, that feveral of their Rivers are fit to 
receive large Ships, and have feveral fafe and commodious Harbours. 

What renders the Miffifippi more confiderable, is a great Number of other 
large and navigable Rivers, that run from the E aftward and Weftward, and mix 
at laft with its Stream. Of the firft Monf. De/ale, in the Account he prefented 
to Count Frontenac, of his Voyage on this River, affirms, there are fix or feven, 
300 Leagues each in Length, that fall below the Minois ; and propofes it as a 
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Matter of the laft Importance, that the Difcovery of them fhould be carried on, 
to prevent the Englith from interfering with the French in their Commerce with 
the Indians, fince tome of thefe Rivers take their Rife from the A4palachian- Hills, 
not far from the Englifh Settlements. 

When the French have drawn a Line along the Borders of our Settlements in 
every Province, from St. Lawrence to the Mdiji/ippi, and built Forts to fecure the 
Mott convenient Pafles on the Lakes and Rivers that form the Communication, 
they will effectually cut off all the Intercourfe and Trafick between us and the 
Indians inhabiting the inland Countries, and likewife compel thofe who are our 
Neighbours and Allies, by reafon of ties abfolute Dependance they muft have on 
the French for their Liberty of Hunting and Fithing, to fall under their Subjection 
or ftarve; together with Incroaching on the Ri: ghts of the Englifhin America, 
and the Lofs of a beneficial Trade with the Indians of Canada; which has greatly 
inriched the French. Befides thefe Hardihips, we muft expect to fuffer continual 
Incurfions and Depredations from the Savages on our Frontiers, with whom we 
fhall not be able to make either a real Peace, or maa age a /ucce/iful War, confi- 
dering the Advantage thofe favage Nations have over the Europeans, by their 
Way of fi: ghting in the Foreft on the Continent. 

If the French ' 2 allowed, fays a judicious Author, to poflefs themfelves of all 
Canada and Louifiana, as they have chriftened it, and a War fhould break out 
between the two Crowns, the French will find it a Matter of no great Difficulty, 
with the Affiftance of the Indians, to invade from thence and Canada, all the 
Englifh Plantations at once, and drive the Inhabitants into the Sea. 

And if the French fhould ever grow fo powerful in America, as to be able to 
intercept or engrofs the Trade with the Indians, or ruin or fubject our Plantations, 
there is an End of the Confumption of our Home-Produce and Manufactures in 
America, of all our Shipping-Trade thither, of the Duties for Goods exported 

thither, or imported from thence, the Increafe of our Sailors, and the Advantages 
of railing our own Naval-Stores; befides the Lofs of fo large an Extent of 
Dominion, and 500,000 B: ‘itifh Subjects therein, We may be likewife aflured, 

that al] our Iflands in the We/t- Indies will foon undergo the fame Fate, or be 
terribly diftrefled, for Want of their ufual Supplies of Fith, Lumber, and other 
Neceflaries, they con{tantly ftand in Need of, and receive from our Plantations 
on the Continent; which neither Great Britain nor /reland can affift them with, 

and which they purchafe with their Sugar, Rum and Melafles, the Vent of which 
will be, in great Meafure, {topped on the Lofs of our Northern Colonies, whereby 
they will be mightily difcouraged and impoverifhed, fo as to become an eafy 
Acquiféion to any ambitious and powerful Invader. 

Thus Great Britain being deprived of its Subjects, Dominions and Trade in 
and te America, our Merchants willbe ruined, our Cuftoms and Funds will fink, 
our Manufactures will want Vent, our Lands will fall in Value, and, inftead of 


decreafing, our Debts will increafe, without the leaft Profpect of the Nation’s 
emerging, 


NEW-YORK: By Wey of South-Carolina, we have juft received Advice of the Death 
of the Ea lof Albemarle, at Paris, the 22d of December lait: He was the Englih 
simbafjlacor to France, and the Henouratle Commodore Keppel’s Father. 
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